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Instant Theatre Presents: The 15th Annual 

Vancouver International Improv Festival
 October 6th - 11th at Performance Works and Studio 1398 on Granville Island

VANCOUVER, BC –Vancouver Comedy Mainstay Instant Theatre is proud to present the fifteenth 
Vancouver International Improv Festival. The lineup has finally been announced and comedy fans all 
over the Greater Vancouver area are buzzing about what promises to be one of the hottest series of 
shows yet. 

This year's festival is bursting at the seams with talent, so much so that we've added an additional 
venue for the final days of the festival to fit all of the great performers on stage. Not Not only will the 
festival include a veritable who's who of the hottest local improv acts - Multiple Canadian Comedy 
award nominees The Sunday Service, the smash hit dungeons and dragon themed Critical Hit 
Show, and the up and coming musical improvisation of Off Key Improv (to name a few!)- but as 
always, the festival has drawn together some of North America's finest to share their unique brand of 
improv comedy with the city.

The festival will also feature the International Ensemble, a collection of some of the best improvisors 
in the world, brought together to work on new, experimental forms of improv and to execute them in 
truly once in a lifetime performances. They are guaranteed to entertain audiences, stretch the 
improvisational muscles of the participants and continue the cultural and artistic exchange that the 
festival has become renowned for. 

Finally, the festival is also presenting a series of world class workshops teaching a variety of improv 
skills from our roster of fantastic instructors. We've pulled in top shelf improvisors from New York, 
Toronto, Bellingham, Montreal and more to offer the highest quality of instruction at a low cost. 

Tickets are now on sale for the festival, with passes and workshops selling out fast. Check out 
www.vancouverimprovfest.com for more details.

IN BRIEF: The 15th Annual Vancouver International Improv Festival, October 6th – 29th, at 
Performance Works and Studio 1398 on Granville Island. Tickets now on sale, more info at 
vancouverimprovfest.com 

POSSIBLE STORY IDEAS
• “FIFTEEN YEARS OF IMPROVISATION AND STRONGER THAN EVER”

• “UP AND COMING: YOUNG GROUPS GIVEN THE CHANCE TO SHINE”

• “ALIVE & BOOMING: VANCOUVER'S LOCAL IMPROV COMEDY SCENE IN FULL 
FORCE AT FESTIVAL” 

• “INTERNATIONAL ENSEMBLE A ONCE IN A LIFETIME PERFORMANCE”

/CONT FOR SCHEDULE AND BIOS
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SCHEDULE:
 

VENUE: Performance Works (1218 Cartwright)
7:30pm 9:30pm

Monday,
Oct 6th

SHOWCASE SPECTACULAR
featuring Local Heroes and International 
Guests

The LOCAL SHOW
featuring  ChAnge, Matterhorn and 
Tenats

Tuesday, 
September 

24th

LORAX and 
Critical Hit: The Improvised 
Dungeons and Dragons Experience. 

Two Best Friends 
and 
Off Key: The Musical!

Wednesday, 
September 

25th
INTERNATIONAL ENSEMBLE

Benjamins
and 
Fictionals Present: Impov Against 
Humanity

Thursday, 
September 

26th

Blood Squad 
and 
THE SHORTFORM SHOWDOWN

Psycho 
and 
Improv Anonymous

Friday, 
September 

27th

Magnet Theatre
and 
Ferrari McSpeedy

Hip.Bang! 
and 
Easy Action

Saturday, 
September 

28th

Big Bang 
and 
Like Father Like Son

North Coast 
and 
Sufferettes

VENUE: Studio 1398 (3rd Floor, 1398 Cartwright)

7:30pm 9:30pm

Friday, 
September 

27th

Bamboo Kids Club 
and 
Virginia Jack

Paper Street 
and 
Folk Lordz

Saturday, 
September 

28th
INTERNATIONAL ENSEMBLE

Whisky Tango 
and 
Sunday Service
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COMPANY BIOS
Watching Benjamins is like watching a magical sleepover. Ember, Nicole, Rachel and Kelli 
all came together to form this lady super group that constantly draws inspiration from 
everything around them: patriarchy, butts, pregnancy scares, vegetarians, musical theatre. In 
the name of all strong independent women, Benjamins fight to crush stereotypes and bring 
forth a show that is wonderfully abstract, wit and character driven, and top of the line comedy.
 

Hip.Bang! is an improv duo from Vancouver whose 
playful, absurd scenes have delighted  audiences 
worldwide. They were just nominated for the 2013 
Canadian Comedy Award for Best Improv Troupe, and 
have been featured at festivals like the 2013 San 
Francisco SketchFest, NXNE, Rapid Fire Theatre’s 
Improvaganza, the Out Of Bounds Comedy Festival, 
the Detroit Improv Festival, and more. 

ChAnge is Chip Ellis and Angela Galanopoulos. They 
seek to create a window into a world of three-

dimensional characters who seek, and occasionally find, redemption for their inherent flaws. 
Character-rich and emotionally -driven, ChAnge will tickle your mind, your funny bone and 
your heartstrings all at the same time.  

The Fictionals Comedy Company + Cards Against Humanity = IMPROV AGAINST 
HUMANITY! In front of a live studio audience at Vancouver International Improv Festival, 
The Fictionals will explore themes about life, love and sorcery as inspired by audience 
members playing the hit party game live! Plus who will be crowned the most horrible person 
of VIIF? Will it be YOU? This hit show regularly sells out the Rio Theatre and now comes to 
VIIF for the very first time!

Smashing together hilarious, heroic storytelling with 
dazzling, physical theatre, Lorax is longform improv comedy 
of the spiciest variety! Featuring Nima Gholamipour, Tim 
Carlson & Ben Gorodetsky.
“A show that slams its foot on the pedal, damns the torpedos, 
and takes only the most occasional of looks in the rearview 
before lurching into parts unknown” ★★★★
 -CBC Manitoba

Matterhorn  features character driven long-form improv 
featuring Brian Cook, Andrew Barber and Cameron 
MacLeod. Men of few words, bio wise, they will let their 
comedy speak for them.
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 Off Key Improv performs one-act musicals 
and musical-themed shows that are completely 
made up on the spot.  Each night is the opening 
and closing night to a musical show that will 
never be seen again! Made up of an eclectic cast 
of local performers and musicians, Off Keywas 
co-founded by Jennifer Pielak (Director) and 
Peter Abando (Musical Director) who together 
recently co-wrote the Ovation Award-nominated 
Connected: The Musical with fellow Off Key 
Improviser Alison Chisholm. Theyare excited to 

be a new addition to Pacific Theatre’s 2014-2015 season, to perform at the New York Musical 
Improv Festival this October and can’t wait to perform on the VIIF stage with amazing 
improv talent from all over the world!

 

Tenants are Jullian Kolstee and Max Montesi, two emerging young improvisors exploring 
the aspects of the human experience less travelled by improvisation. Their characters are 
memorable and appealing, while their stories are simple and thoughtful. They’ll surprise you, 
while they surprise each other. 

The Critical Hit Show is a live, improvised comedy epic inspired by the world’s most 
popular role-playing game. Join Vancouver’s best comedic talent as they quest for glory and 
snacks in this smash hit show that has been playing to huge audiences for over two years! 
Audience participation is a big part of the show, so you may be called upon to either help our 
heroes out, or battle them in the form of hideous creatures! Costumes are highly encouraged, 
too! Featuring Eric Fell, Joanna Gaskell, Ian Boothby, Barbara Kozicki, Allen Morrison and 
Shaun Stewart. 

A Virginia Jack show opens with a myriad of 
characters that are co-created and shared by the 
two performers; their story is explored in a single 
narrative in a single location. Inspired by Amélie, 
gothic fairy tales, and pop culture, a Virginia Jack 
show is an unpredictable and exciting mix. With 
heartbreak comes revenge, with tea comes 
whiskey, with PBS comes HBO. These tales unfold 
unexpectedly, as only they could when told by two 
fearless women who combine cynicism, smarts, 
and heart. Virginia Jack is Nicole Passmore and 
Briana Rayner
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Although the PSYCHO's ominous name suggests freakish improv ,the only thing scary about 
them is how GOOD they are. Shawn Norman and Warren Bates are two of Vancouver’s most 
adorable improv comedians and always make sure the first thing they think of is what you 
want to see. 
 
Toronto's Bamboo Kids Club debut their new form “Nine to Five” that this year's feastival:
Two morose employees, Kirin and Cooper, meet every morning before work at the office water 
cooler, dreading the start to their day. One thing seems to excite them though – Gossip! Each 
of the characters ask the audience for a suggestion, and use the suggestions to generate water 
cooler gossip. The gossip leads to tales that are then acted out through high energy, organic, 
various perspective, improv. This is improvised storytelling set to form – created by Bamboo 
Kids Club and their coach, Matt Folliott. 
 
EASY ACTION is a two-man tale created in the 
moment by Brent Skagford and Marc Rowland. They 
combine precise physical work, child-like play and high 
emotional stakes to create stories to delight any 
audience. Brent Skagford & Marc Rowland are 
improvisers, actors and writers who perform, teach and 
coach at Montreal Improv. Marc Rowland is a director 
of both the Montreal Improv Theatre and the Montreal 
Improv Festival. Brent Skagford is the co-creater and 
co-star of The Bitter End web series which was hailed 
as “the funniest Canadian sitcom of the year” by the 
Montreal Gazette and “comedy series of the year” by 
EYE weekly. Now entering their 8th year of 
collaboration, they have performed Easy Action in 
Vancouver, Edmonton, Ottawa, Toronto & Montreal in 
Canada, as well as Cambridge, Brighton & London in 
England.

Braiding together electric improv comedy with folk 
storytelling, Edmonton’s Todd Houseman and Ben 
Gorodetsky present Folk Lordz! Take one part Cree 
origin story. Add one part Russian Chekhovian 
character drama. Stir into one part fresh cultural genre chosen anew each night. Bake for 45 
minutes to create a fast, physical and folksy improv theatre like you’ve never seen before! 
From the world famous, Canadian Comedy Award winning Rapid Fire Theatre.

Like Father Like Son is a lot like The Princess Bride (if that movie chugged 98 Red Bulls). 
Julian Faid and Jessie McPhee bring you a heartwarming, gut-busting comedy and a bed time 
story that you won’t soon forget! Like Father Like Son is one of Rapid Fire Theatre’s most-
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beloved long form duos, and can be seen regularly at Rapid Fire Theatre’s CHiMPROV, and 
have appeared at General Fools Fest in Regina. Rapid Fire Theatre is Edmonton’s longest-
running improv company, and was named Edmonton’s Best Theatre Company two years in a 
row by VUE Weekly readers.

 Victoria's Paper Street Theatre present IMPROV: A 
Science Fiction Thriller. What’s more frightening than the 
cold, empty darkness of space? Improvising. Inspired by 
films such as 2001: A Space Odyssey, Solaris, Sunshine and 
Alien, Paper Street Theatre will boldly go where no 
improvisers have gone before. What lurks at the edge of 
space? Aliens, madness, hell dimensions? …No one knows.

The Sufferettes are an improv duo from Toronto. The 
Sufferettes are Kayla Lorette and Becky Johnson. The 
Sufferettes are maybe theatre and maybe comedy. Life is 
suffering.

Big Bang presents Boston style free-form that has been wowing New England audiences and 
at festivals around the world for years. The entire set moves seamlessly from one scene to the 
next at the rate of over a scene a minute all following the group play philosophy of “follow the 
funny”. The show builds rapidly and culminates in a series of surprising and organic callbacks 
done through the unique editing styling and story telling of this Boston super-team. This is a 
high-energy improv experience that redefines itself with every performance 

Since 2007 Seattle-based Blood Squad has been 
thrilling and chilling audiences around the world 
with a blend of comedy and horror. Utilizing a 
deep knowledge of and genuine love for the classic 
slasher flick, over the years the ongoing mission of 
Blood Squad has grown to include improvising 
various sub-genres of horror films based on a title 
given by the audience. The concept is simple: a 
completely improvised story that is high-energy 
with descriptive edits and asides to create a 
cinematic feel on stage. No blood, no props, no 
costumes, no mercy. Viewer discretion is always 
strongly advised. 

Ferrari McSpeedy is a sketch comedy and improv duo based in Minneapolis, MN. Since 
2001, Ferrari McSpeedy has been entertaining and/or alienating audiences with their high-
energy, high-emotion sets. Ferrari McSpeedy has performed in the Twin Cities Improv 
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Festival, the Chicago Improv Festival, the Tournament of Wonders in Toronto, and probably a 
few other places. 

Seattle's Improv Anonymous presents Spoken: What are the ingredients of a single 
meeting between people? In Spoken, a single scene is played out then explored though 
glimpses into the lives of the characters involved that led to, or were influenced by that single 
meeting. Like the spokes of a wheel, all scenes are connected to the same center.

The Magnet Theater is home to some of the top improvisation talent in the country. The 
Magnet TourCo brings this veteran talent together for an unbelievable showcase of long-form 
improvisation. Performing classic and new structures with patience and craft, the Magnet 
TourCo consistently blow minds and wow audiences all across the country and the world. 
Directed by Armando Diaz. 

 Now that the east coast – west coast beef has 
subsided, North Coast is stepping up to throw 
down. Watch as New York’s premier freestyle 
rapping, beatboxing, long-form improv team 
performs a fully improvised “hip-hopera” right in 
front of your very eyes. Their show is upbeat and 
energetic from start to finish. You provide the 
suggestion and North Coast will make your gut bust 
and your head bop. And if you don’t know, now you 
know.

A mix between “Waiting for Godot” and “Cats”, 2 Best Friends is an Improvised Musical 
Monoscene based on a story from an audience member of how they met their best friend. 
Lights come up, overture, the space is endowed, and a musical is born. The cast has met 
through the Upfront Theatre in Bellingham, where they have their bi-monthly-ish shows. 
They met while attending college in Bellingham and performing as the Dead Parrots Society 
where they were introduced to the musical savant-asaurus, Steve Barnes, who will be 
improvising a score to the entire piece. Performers are part of the Upfront Theatre located in 
Bellingham, Washington.
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Whiskey Tango… gentlemen doing gentlemen’s improv. Out of Portland, Oregon, this  
dapper group of improvisers takes audience suggestions and weaves an elaborate tapestry of 
scenes, environments, and relationships that keep laughs pouring down like the rain. Whiskey 
Tango has performed at the iO West 11th Annual Los Angeles Improv Comedy Festival, and 
are 6 time winners of Friday Night Fights (Improv Cage Matches). They are regular 
performers and instructors at theaters around Portland, and just generally great guys. 
Collectively they are Whiskey Tango. Individually they are Gabe Dinger, Jed Arkley, Leon 
Anderson, Nathan Loveless, and Samuel De Roest. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION ON 
THE 2013 VANCOUVER INTERNATIONAL IMPROV FESTIVAL, 

 CHECK OUT WWW.VANCOUVERIMPROVFEST.COM 
OR 

E-MAIL MEDIA CONTACT BRENT HIROSE AT 
MEDIA@VANCOUVERIMPROVFEST.COM
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